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BUTTE TEACHERS ARE RUNNERS-UP FOR PRESTIGIOUS AWARD 
MISSOULA—
Two Butte teachers were finalists in the competition for a prestigious teaching award 
presented annually by The University of Montana’s School of Education.
Shirley Groff, a fifth-grade teacher at Hillcrest School, and Richard Bertoglio, a 
eighth-grade teacher at East Middle School, were nominated for the Maryfrances Shreeve 
Award for Teaching Excellence. Nominees for the Shreeve Award are teachers who go the 
extra mile both inside and outside of classroom walls.
The $2,000 Shreeve Award was established in 1992 to honor the master elementary 
teacher who taught for 37 years in Montana. Shreeve died in March 1998.
Melodee Smith-Burreson, a second-grade teacher at Missoula’s Target Range Public 
School, was presented with the award at the School of Education’s 11th annual Teacher 
Education Reception on campus March 4.
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